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The word tap means making sound with tepping vour
feet. The main characicristic of this dance style 13 o make o
rhvthmic sound with the tap of vour feet and to bring out this
sound the dancer wear shoes which makes rhythanic patterns
along with different instruments. [n the carlicst days tapping
was done with leather-soled or wooden soled shoes but
newadays it ks done with closely-fitted metal taps fixed ona
tap shoes. From the earlicst days tap have been a percussive
dance with different catchy rhvithms and referred a5 o
percussive dance.

*oxtord dictionary ol dance® define tap dance as “An
American dance born characterized by rapid fool — tapping
movement. The doncer wears special shoes with metal
cleats (plutes) so that when the toe or heel s tapping on the
hour it makes o distmetive percussive round. Tap routines
encompass complex rhythmical patterns snd syncopated
phrasing, and can be performed to o wide vanety of musical
stvles, but most especially jarz.”
there are two types of tup dance style -
Rhythm jacs tap style
Broadway tap sivle

Jazz 15 a western music which originated m African
American culture. Rhythm pazz tap is more musical and

professional end tap dancers consider themselves as a part of

this jazz culture. In Bhythm tap the dancer dances with
tapping his feet and there 15 very less use of hands. This
Rhythm Tap became part of slave s rfe in America.

Later “Show tap” accepted widely by audience because in
show tap hand movements had egual imporance as oot
movements so sudicnce found it more cffective. It later
known a5 Broadway Tap style whech s more focused on
dancing.

History - This dance style origmated due to the effect of

dilferent western danee cultures: It s diffieult to say when if
started bt the ongin of this dance style belongs o African
slaves. Tap dance started with Afncan slaves in America,
who used o danee with British to enterfam themselves and
to appreciate cach other for their arts to avoud the cmptiness
of slavery. Gradually with thes exchange of culture Tap
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dance came into existence. So in Amenca, Afnican slaves
mixed Irish jig. Lancashire clog and step dance { joova
dance) and the combination of these style became tap
dance.

African and Britizh fusion started in 17th century. Yalis hill
in his book "Tap dancing America & cultural history™

claims that this stvle onginated i 16th century when Irish
and African slaved encountered each other and blended

thew dance culture. they kept performuing m scuthern
Aamerica but later m 1800 Adncan Amencans and 1nsh
Amencans staried performing also in northern cities of
Aumernics. 5o this dance style was the consequence of three
hundred vears exchanging musical, social and coltural
aspeCis.

Tap dance didn’t become o stage dance until the nse of
munstrel shows. Thomes Dartmooth was a white tap dancer
who wsed 1o perform with blackened face evervwhers in
Americs =0 people named um “fsther of munestry™
because he redeveloped thes stvle with “minsirel shows™,
he also started culture of jigging, shuffle, limping and
ending up the rhythm with jumping. Even black tap
dancers embraced this culture in their dance, they also
staried pamting thewr face Black while dancing,

For long time thig-dance remaimed only as a social dance
of these African and Frish slaves, they were not aliowed to
perform on stage as black people were not considered
equal to white in American culture. In fact before the end of
the civil war black and white performers were not even
allowed to - appear on stage together. While the thne of
slavery they people were not even allowed to follow their
ow culture so they mixed all their cultures and used it only
tor entertain. For decades it was not even constdered as an
art but after civil war many black or mixed minstrel
founded and the popularity of minstrel shows testifies the
increasing interest inblack culture in LS.

In 1902 the term “tap” came into existence, before that
this dance was known as “buck snd wing™ “buck dancing™
or ““tlal fouted dancing”™. Tell 1920 wooden sole shoe (buck
& wing) and soft shoe {lsther sole stvle) remained in tap




dance culture bul metal plates brought a revoelutionary
change.

From [930s movies gave this dance a new way, Fred
astatre with hus tap dance films Gray divorces — 1934 and
Tap hot — 1935 did show amazing performances which
were full of stunts. From 1920 to 1920 black tap dancers
started making o more coeative and with dengerous stunts,
They used to juwmp tom even ten feel without stopping tap
and tapping on stairs also became tavorite of dancers foom
thiz tume pertod, Harobd and Favard MNicholas were maost
famous dancers of this ume who mvented Hash lechnigue.
Fosih to 1980 clagsical ballet attractied more (o viewers and
tap dancing started o los¢ s cham but i 198005 tap
dapcers revived this dancing by piving big hits in cinenas.,
Media s plaved a big role for tap dancing to gam maore
Farme and to cstablish in dance world,

whillin henry lone, Bill bojangles robanson, Nicholas
brothers. Ann muller, Fred astair, Ciene kelly, Ginger
rogers. Donald o conor, Gregory hines are the famous tap
dancers ot all time. For long time tap dance was considercd
as a man's game there 15 long hst of male tap dancers,
participation of lemale dancers was less but vera allen,
Rubby keeler, Jemt legon, Ann muller, Adeanor powell,
jane powell, Shirkey temple were tew female top dancers
whoappeared in tilms and becarne tap dancing stars.

husic - most ol time jazz musicians accompany o tap
dancer with different instrumeents ke piane, guitor,
bass, trumpet, saxophone, trombone, dmons and vibes,
But a tap danmcer can pertorm sobo by creating musical
sound through tapping his shoes as each part of shos
makes o paricular seund and beat 2o the dance 15 music n
15t

Expression and costume - This dance style developed in
hard times of slaves and i1 was a seek of happiness so the
theme and expression most of the time 15 based on humior,
fun, comedy and happiness. Costumes option docs not
have a wide rmenge so generally dancers wear tormal attire
but there 15 freedom for 8 dancer to wear a costumes of
his'her cholce fap dance has become a famous dance sty le
worldwide and has special existence i dance world, n
1989 president george bush signed oo fgw the national
tap dance day 1n united states on birthday of renowned fap
dancer Bill Bojangles robinson so now  people celebrate
natonal tap dance day on 25 may
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